
The Directories are Finally In!! 
If you had a picture taken or if you  
submitted a picture, you’re entitled  
to a free directory.  Pick yours up today!  

 

December 17, 2017                                                                                      3rd Sunday of Advent 

WEEKEND MASSES 

     ST. JOHN CHURCH        HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
       1405 FIRST AVENUE            201 CLARK STREET 
      SATURDAY   4:30 PM           SUNDAY    9:00 AM 

      SUNDAY      10:30 AM              

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

A Catholic faith community called to serve God and others  
through Eucharist, prayer, education, and daily living of the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE:  201 CLARK STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042 

(513) 422-0602         www.holyfamilymiddletown.com 

ADORATION   HOLY TRINITY CHURCH     
MONDAY- FRIDAY   12:30 - 4:30 PM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
ST. JOHN CHURCH  SATURDAY  3:30 PM 

                                       

                           COMING EVENTS 
 
 

 Communal Advent Penance Services ...…... Thur Dec 21 

  
 4th Sunday of Advent & Christmas Eve ….... Sun Dec 24 
 

 SVDP 5th Sunday Collection …………..………… Sun Dec 31 

Christmas Pancake Breakfast 
TODAY!   9:30 - 11:30 AM 
St. John Undercroft      
 

All you can eat pancakes,  
sausage, and eggs -  
Cost - $6/adult      $4/child      $25 max/family!   
Proceeds will benefit SHALOM and homeless 
people of Middletown.   

  

 4th Sunday of Advent Mass Schedule 
 

     4:30  PM   Saturday, Dec.  23rd      

   10:30 AM    Sunday, Dec.  24th 
      

  Both at St. John Church 
 

    Christmas Mass Schedule 
   Christmas Eve - Sunday, Dec 24th 

 

            3 PM  and  5 PM  ---  St. John Church 
 

  4:30 PM  and  Midnight  ---  Holy Trinity Church 
          

   Christmas Day - Monday, Dec 25th 

  

                        10 AM ---  St. John Church 

Christmas Flower Fund  
If you would like to remember your  
deceased loved ones by donating to the  
Christmas Flower Fund, use the envelope in the 
December packet and drop it in the collection 
basket.  The list of names will be posted at the 
front and back of the churches for Christmas.  
Want to be sure your loved one’s name is  
correctly spelled and included in the list this 
year?   LAST CALL!  Please print the name and 
make your donation by Tuesday, Dec 19th!   

Christmas Home Visits 
Fr. Civille will be visiting homebound  
parishioners during the Christmas Season.   
If you or someone you know would like a visit 
with Communion / Reconciliation, please call 
the parish office 422-0602 or email Kathi  
kathi@holyfamilymiddletown.com.  

Communal Advent Penance Service  

After the 12:10 PM Mass and 7 PM   

Thursday, Dec 21st   Holy Trinity Church 



Health Ministry:    
Children's Gifts You Can't Buy 
It's the holiday season filled with  
children's "wish lists"- tangible items 
such as dolls, Legos and video games.  YET some 
of the most valuable gifts are not tangible and 
yet priceless even though their value may not  
be recognized until later in life.  These gifts? 
Practical skills that will last a lifetime. 
*Healthful Eating taught and modeled at home  
can have a lifelong, positive impact on a child's 
health...for he or she will have plenty of oppor-
tunities away from home to eat junk food. 
*Healthful Cooking taught and modeled at 
home - kitchen "know how" plus reading and 
following recipes, practicing fractions and  
general measuring and estimating. 
*General Household DIY (do it yourself) Skills 
which can develop a strong sense of independ-
ence and save money.  Begin with the simple: 
changing light bulbs, using a plunger, changing 
various filters, to the more difficult such as basic 
car maintenance: checking oil, air filter, tire  
pressure, replacing air, changing tires... 
 

Add to these practical presents the invaluable  
gifts of kindness, unconditional love, your time 
and presence and watch your child thrive. 
P.S. To avoid a melt down, a wrapped present  
       or two under the tree won't hurt.  
 

Knoxville Parent/TRU Parenting 

Daily Scripture Readings  
Mon: Jer 23:5-8 / Mt 1:18-25  
Tues: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a / Lk 1:5-25  
Wed: Is 7:10-14 / Lk 1:26-38  
Thurs: Sg 2:8-14 / Lk 1:39-45 
Fri: 1 Sm 1:24-28 / Lk 1:46-56   
Sat: Mal 3:1-4,23-24 / Lk 1:57-66  
Sun: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 / Rom 16:25-27         
         Lk 1:26-38 

   Monday, December 18 

  12:10 PM  Communion Service HT 

 Tuesday, December 19 

    No 8:15 AM  Mass J23  - Christmas Break 

    Wednesday, December 20 

  12:10 PM  Mass HT   Jim Beatty 

       Thursday, December 21  

  12:10 PM  Mass HT   Carl Wiese - Anniversary Remembrance 

   Friday, December 22  

    8:00 AM  Mass HT   Andrea Accurso 

  12:10 PM  Communion Service HT 

   Saturday, December 23  

    8:00 AM  Mass HT   Judge Mark Wall 

    4:30 PM  Mass  SJ    Presta & Warmoth Families 

   Sunday, December 24   4th Sunday of Advent  

    No 9:00 AM  Mass HT    

  10:30 AM  Mass SJ    Ruth Sallie - Birthday Remembrance 

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE   

  Saturday and Sunday - December 16 and 17 
    4:30 PM Mass  SJ     Bertha Murphy 

    9:00 AM Mass  HT   Jean Guyler 

 10:30 AM Mass  SJ     Maria C. Saraceno - Anniversary Rem. 

 

Weekly Collections Stewardship  
                      Sunday, December 10th    $20,452.50 
                   Retired Religious     $  3,259.00 
                    Immaculate Conception     $  1,787.00       

 

Thank you for your generous stewardship! 

Our Prayers and Sympathy are Extended  
to the family and friends of Phyllis Nichols, 
who died December 9th, and Bob Tindall, who  
died November 20th.  

In Your Prayers Remember   
Nancy Woodward in Atrium Medical Center 
this week.  

 Dec 23/24 4:30 PM SAT 9:00 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN

 Eucharistic  Franka Cope 1B  Joe Zappia 1B

 Ministers  Paul Presta 2B  Rosetta DiCristoforo 2B

 Marilyn Kowalczyk 3B No 9 AM Mass at  Suzanne Stickelman 3B

 John Lyons 1C  Holy Trinity Church  John Lyons 1C

 Vicki Hall 2C this year -   Beth McGuire 2C

 Linda Weaver 3C Fourth Sunday  Bridget Clark 3C

 Carolyn Kraft 4C of Advent  Sandy Ongkiko 4C

 Lectors  Todd Moore & Christmas Eve  Janet Zappia

 Linda Gillaspy  Dale Gerber

 Servers  Will Grant  Gabrielle Volle

 Claire Cox  Matt Volle

 Greeters  David Schul D1  Jennifer Puthoff D1

 Phoebe Pearce D1  Joe Puthoff D1 

MINISTERS  NEXT  WEEK



Introductions to Sunday Readings 
by Bishop Ken Untener, in collaboration  
with Catherine Haven and Fr. Bill Taylor 

First Reading - Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11  
The last part of the book of Isaiah contains the  
words of a prophet who preached after the Jews  
returned from exile in Babylon.  They found their  
temple destroyed and the city leveled.  In today’s  
reading, the prophet describes how God called him  
to encourage the people in this desperate time.  
Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Our second reading comes at the end of Paul’s first 
letter to the Thessalonians.  Just as a parent might  
give last-minute instructions as their child heads  
out the door, so Paul has a list of last-minute  
instructions for these people whom he loves.  

 

 RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

Dec 17th and Jan 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th 

 

December 17  

th  Ministry of Jesus 
 

11:30 PM  St. John Rectory  
 

Help Wanted Decorating the Churches 
We welcome anyone who’s willing to help  
with decorating St. John and Holy Trinity  
for Christmas.  Thank you!   

Thursday, Dec 21st   9:30 AM   St. John Church 
 

Friday, Dec 22nd        9:30 AM    Holy Trinity Church  
May be rescheduled if a funeral makes it necessary. 

The Men’s Fellowship Group  
Men of the parish are invited to join for  
prayer and study every second and fourth 
Saturday of the month.  The next meeting is this  
Saturday, December 23rd at 7:00 a.m. - St. John Rectory.  

Outreach Ministry Featured Need for December 

Full/Twin sheets & Full mattress pads 
If you can provide these items  ̶  new or used  ̶   
please drop them at the parish office and we’ll pick 
them up for distribution to the needy.  Thank you for 
your prayerful consideration of this request. 

2018 Calendars Available 
2018 calendars featuring illuminated 
manuscripts from the Vatican library 
and including photos of Pope Francis  
and quotations from his encyclical  
Laudato Si’ (On Care for our Common Home) are  
available at the doors of both churches.  If you did not 
receive one from your neighborhood representative, 
please be sure to pick up your free copy.  And if you’d  
like to serve as your neighborhood rep and distribute  
calendars next year, we’d love to hear from you!   
Call the parish off 422-0602 and we’ll get you signed up! 

Want to Send Sr. Jean a Christmas Card? 
Sr. Jean continues to enjoy her  
retirement at the Mother House  
in Oldenburg.  Wouldn’t it be great 
if she received lots of Christmas  
cards from her friends here at  
Holy Family?  Here’s her address: 
Sr. Jean Sora OSF, Sisters of St. Francis,   
Oldenburg, IN 47036.  Merry Christmas to Sr. Jean!  

Can YOU Help? 
As you can  
see by  
looking at  
the Ministers Schedule 
to the left, we still need 
Eucharistic Ministers,  
Lectors, Servers, and 
Greeters for the Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas 
Day Masses.  If you can  
help, please call the  
parish office 422-0602  
and we’ll get you on  
the schedule.  Thanks! 

3 PM  SJ 4:30 PM  HT 5 PM  SJ 12 AM  HT 10 AM  SJ

 Eucharistic  S Pearce 1B  M Cummins 1B  K Allen 1B  D Accurso 1B  R DiCristoforo 1B

 Ministers  V Hall 2B  S Henson 2B  Need 2B  Need 2B  S Henson 2B

 F Cope 3B  Need 3B  Need 3B  Need 3B  P Montgomery 3B

 K Kraft 4B

 K Allen 5B

 J Lyons 1C  MA Long 1C  J Lyons 1C  B VonderHaar 1C  J Lyons 1C

 R DiCristoforo 2C  Need 2C  S Stickelman 2C  Need 2C  J Gerber 2C

 Need 3C  Need 3C  M Egelston 3C  Need 3C  A Brown 3C

 Need 4C  Need 4C  D Golembiewski 4C  Need 4C  D Accurso 4C

 Lectors  B Weaver  G Wells  Need    J Chase  D Gerber

 S Burk  T Wells  Need    Need    D Accurso  

 Servers  N Stratton  M Barlage  M Volle  Need    D Montgomery

 C Cox  K Jackson  G Volle  Need    Need   
 Greeters  R Barger  D Kramer  B Volle  J  Chase  P Montgomery  

 Need  G Heckler  Need  Need  Need   

CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY MINISTERS 



John Declan McDonnold,  
Keagan James McDonnold,  

and Cillian Daniel McDonnold,  
sons of Daniel McDonnold and 
Rebecca Feighery McDonnold  

 

Congratulations and welcome to these recently baptized children. 

Benjamin Edward Eckley, 
son of Jeff Eckley and 
Sarah Martin Eckley  

and little brother  
of Katelynn and Dorothy 

Lucas Andrew Huber and  
Mia Elizabeth Huber,  

children of Michael Huber and  
Anne Dobrozsi Huber 
and little sibs of Grant 

Benjamin Schuyler Fishbaugh 
son of Christopher Fishbaugh 

and Kristin Crawford Fishbaugh 

Samuel Kevin Fisher 
son of Ashwin Fisher  

and Sarah Fisher  

 

Are you expecting  
your first baby or want  

your first child baptized?   
We ask that you attend a  

baptismal preparation class.   
These classes are held quarterly  

in March, June,  
September and December.   

Watch future bulletins for the  
actual date, time and location  

and simply call the parish office  
422-0602 to register.   

 
  



    

by Dawn Pickerill / Principal 
 

TRADITIONAL VALUES.  EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION. 
St. John XXIII represents 150 years of Catholic Education 
dedicated to encouraging and developing well-rounded, 
self confident and compassionate children and young 
adults who lead successful, mindful, service-driven lives. 
Our school community is the foundation on which our 
core principles of faith and hard work bind us together 
as a family.  
 

If you are interested in a Catholic education that        
provides a challenging, structured and thoughtful    
learning environment led by highly qualified and experi-
enced teachers, please contact Principal  Dawn Pickerill 
at 424-1196  for a meeting and a tour of the school. 
 

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
Through the generosity of the One Faith, One Hope, 
One Love campaign, the Archdiocese is able to offer up 
to $1,000 tuition assistance to qualifying families.         
To apply, please visit the Archdiocese of Cincinnati web-
site and click on “Education.”  Scroll down to               
“For Prospective Parents” and click on “Learn More.”  
On the next page you will see “Tuition Aid” in the bar at 
the top. Click on these words and then on “K-8 Tuition 
Assistance.”  In the bottom left hand corner, you will see 
“To Apply, Click Here.” 
 

You may also apply for tuition assistance through the 
school using this same application. You may receive    
tuition assistance through school without receiving it 
through the campaign, however, you must apply to the 
campaign to be eligible for school assistance. 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to all of the parishioners who joined us for 
Mass on December 8th to celebrate the Feast of the    
Immaculate Conception. We love having you and     
sharing this special time together! While we are on 
Christmas break for the next three Tuesdays, our regular 
weekday masses will resume on Tuesday, January 9th, 
Mass begins at 8:15 a.m. in the school gymnasium. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - EUCHRE TOURNAMENT  
Our annual Euchre Tournament is coming up on         
Saturday, January 6th.  More information to follow. 

8th Grade Day at Bishop Fenwick High School 
Friday, January 12th   8:45 AM - 1 PM 
Register by Tuesday, January 9th 
Experience what it feels like to be a Fenwick Falcon!   
Eighth Graders will arrive in the morning and spend the 
first half of the day learning about the academic and 
spiritual side of being a freshman at Fenwick.  After an 
early lunch, students are provided the opportunity to 
learn about all of the extracurricular activities they can 
get involved in here at Fenwick.  Call the Admissions 
Office 513-428-0525 or go to www.fenwickfalcons.org - 
Admissions then the Visit Experiences link to register  
by Tuesday, January 9th.  Be a Falcon For a Day!   

Living Faith Meditation Booklets  
These popular daily prayer booklets for  
January, February and March are available in 
the churches.  Pick up a free copy. 

The Word Among Us  Jan 1 - Feb 13 
Complete Catholic Mass & Daily Meditations  
This booklet is especially nice if you regularly 
attend the weekday Masses or Communion  
Services.  Pick up your free copy at the doors 
of both churches.   

Inclement Weather Cancelations 
In the event of severe winter weather  
cancelations, we’ll use the One Call Now robocall  
system to send out alerts.  Please be sure we have 
you’re current phone number on file.  Also, if you wish 
to be included in the group that receives calls  
regarding weekday and Saturday morning Masses and 
Communion Services, please be sure to call the parish 
office 422-0602 and add your name to the list.  

New Phone Number?   
Dropping Your Land Line? 
Please call the parish office 422-0602 so that  
we can update your information.  Thank you!  

 Nursery Available During 10:30 AM Mass 
Take advantage of our Nursery, 
located in the St. John Center.   
Parish 8th grader and high school  
students babysit and the kids really do have fun!   
Please note:  The Nursery is not open for the  
extra Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses. 

http://www.fenwickfalcons.org/


The Perfect Christmas Gift - A Ticket to The Cincinnati Men’s Conference  
Presented by CMG Booking (the Catholic Speakers Organization) and the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
Moms, grandmothers, wives and girlfriends!  The never-ending quest trying to improve the men in your life 
(monumental task we know) just got easier!  Allow us to help kill two birds with one stone by helping improve 
the men in your life (St. Jude - patron saint of hopeless causes please help us), and at the same time, solve the 
challenge of what to get them for Christmas!  A TICKET to The Cincinnati Men’s Conference held Saturday,  
April 28th, 2018 at the Taft Theatre makes this year’s perfect Christmas gift.  The Men’s Conference is a faith-
filled day where men from all over will enjoy Catholic inspiration and spiritual growth.  Featured Speakers:  
1) Fr. Mitch Pacwa of EWTN   
2) Fr. Larry Richards, Founder of Reason For Hope Foundation  
3) Coach Gerry Faust, Former Notre Dame / Moeller Football Coach 
4)   Most Reverend Archbishop Dennis Schnurr as the main celebrant  
5) A surprise speaker to be announced.   
Get complete information on the conference and purchase tickets  
at www.CincinnatiMensConference.com.   

The Colors of Advent  Advent has a two-fold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas  

when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered, and as a season when that remembrance directs  
our minds and hearts to await Christ’s second coming at the end of time.  Advent is a period of  
devout and joyful expectation.  This is very different from the penitential nature of Lent.   
Therefore, some parishes, Holy Family included, use blue violet during Advent to preserve the  
traditional use of purple, while providing a visual distinction between the purple or red violet of Lent.   

Fun Things to Do on Christmas Vacation Days!  
Light up Middletown - A Drive Through Fantasy Light Display through Dec 31st 
6 - 10 PM  Smith Park   500 Tytus Avenue   Downtown Middletown  
Open every night regardless of weather and including holidays.  Admission by cash donation 
- YOU set the price!  Santa & Mrs. Claus every Friday and Saturday 7 - 9 PM through December 23rd.  

Annual Franciscan Christmas St. Francis Seraph Church/School  - Now through Jan 1st
 

Christian Moerlein Event Center, 1631 Moore Street in Over-the-Rhine 
See 60 nativity scenes from around the world, a train display, a Dickens Village, a Santa Claus  
collection and numerous decorated trees.  Admission is FREE - donations accepted.  Free parking  
is available in the small lot across from the entrance and in the two lots south of the building on Moore Street.   
Days / hours:  Wednesdays & Thursdays 4 - 10 PM / Fridays 4 PM - Midnight / Saturdays noon - Midnight /  
Sundays 1 - 7 PM.  Along with the displays at Christian Moerlein, a life size nativity with live animals is featured.  
This is open to the public every day through Saturday, January 6th from 1 -7 PM.  The entrance is on Liberty St.  
right off the main doors of the church.  The entrance is well marked.   

Christmas Glow at Land of Illusion - Now through Dec 31st 

8762 Thomas Road in Middletown    
See the Eiffel Tower, Big Ben, the Coliseum, and much, much more all from the comfort of your  
own car on this mile long ‘drive-through.’  Join us in the Christmas Village after your trip around the world and 
take photos at the Nativity scene, 40 foot Christmas tree and North Pole scene.  Visit Santa’s Workshop and the 
Kids Craft area.  Cost is $16 per vehicle - any size.  Save $2 with a special coupon - available at the parish office -  
and a donated canned good for Hope House Mission.  Find out more at www.LandofIllusion.com.  

http://www.cincinnatimensconference.com/





